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ENCOUNTERS WITH JESUS
BIBLE STUDIES DESIGNED TO BE USED ONLINE

1. JESUS AND OUR WORRIES
MATTHEW 6.25-34 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
Like Jesus’ audience in this passage, all of us have worries that keep us up at night. Jesus assures us that he knows what
we need, and promises to provide for us like the Father provides for the birds of the air and the flowers of the field.
This gives us courage to respond to life’s problems in ways that don’t overwhelm us or keep us in a state of hopelessness.

2. JESUS AND OUR FAMILY
MARK 5.1-20 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
When Jesus heals us, it is always in the context of our relationships: friends, neighbors, and family. In this story, Jesus
heals a man and then sends him back home to his family to tell his healing story. For us, spending extended time with
family can bring up many concerns as well as opportunities to pray for them and serve them.

3. JESUS’ AUTHORITY FOR VIRTUAL HEALING
JOHN 4.46-54 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
Do we have faith that Jesus can bring healing to people we’ve been separated from by distance or circumstances? In
this passage, a royal official comes to Jesus because his son is very ill. But instead of going with him, Jesus simply tells
the man to go on his way and trust that his son will be healed. The man takes him at his word, and the healing happens.
As believers, we need this type of power in our lives.

4. JESUS AND UNCERTAINTY
MARK 6.30-44 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
How can we minister to others when we feel like we have nothing to give? Hungry and exhausted, the disciples ask the
Jesus to send the needy crowd away. But to their surprise, he tells them, “You give them something to eat.” If we want to
love people like Jesus, then we must go to Jesus and ask him to help us feed the crowd.

5. JESUS BREAKS THROUGH ISOLATION
MARK 1:40-45 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
Isolation can be painful. In this passage, a man’s illness caused physical, emotional, and social separation. But his encounter
with Jesus changes everything. Instead of shunning him like the rest of the community, Jesus reaches out and touches him.
In the same way, Jesus longs to reach out to us and bring healing that impacts every area of our lives.

6. JESUS SENDS THE COMFORTER
JOHN 14.25-31 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
We need the Comforter—the Holy Spirit. As Jesus leaves the disciples to be with the Father, he doesn’t leave them
empty-handed. He gives them, and those of us who follow him, the Holy Spirit. Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the “comforter,”
who will teach us everything, remind us of Jesus’ words, and give us the type of peace that our world desperately
needs.

7. JESUS HEALS OUR FAMILY
LUKE 4.38-41 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
Can Jesus bring healing to your family? The disciples leave everything they have to follow Jesus, and one of the first
things the he does is heal Peter’s mother-in-law. He cared about his disciples’ families. He listened to Peter’s concerns
and brought healing to his household. Jesus doesn’t forget our family. Let’s be like Peter and the disciples and invite the
Lord to bring healing.

8. JESUS AND OUR FEARS
MARK 4.35-41 | Bible Study | Leader’s Notes
Fear is a powerful emotion that can take over our lives. What do you do when things feel like they are spinning out of
control2 In this passage, the disciples are caught in a life-threatening storm. In the midst of that situation, they learn that
Jesus has authority to calm the storm. In the same way, Jesus is able to rebuke the storms in our lives and take away our
fears.
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