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STUDY 5
JUST SAY THE WORD
Who is someone in your life that’s been a real faith 
inspiration for you?

How has their faith influenced you?

READ LUKE 7:1-10 (NIV)
1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the 
people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 
2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master 
valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The 
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of 
the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his 
servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded 
earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you 
do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built 
our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the house when the centurion 
sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble 
yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider 
myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, 
and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a 
man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell 
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and 
turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell 
you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 
10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the 
house and found the servant well.

BACKGROUND
At the time, Judea and Galilee 
were under Roman rule. 
Centurions were military 
officers in charge of about 100 
soldiers, representing Roman 
authority in the region. Jews 
generally resented Roman 
rule, but this centurion was 
respected by the Jewish elders.

Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, 
New International Version® NIV® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc. Used with permission.  
All rights reserved worldwide.
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MY RESPONSES
TYPE YOUR RESPONSES INTO THIS BOX!ASSESSMENT

  What needs do you identify among the 
various people in this story?

  What surprises you about Jesus’ 
“intervention” with the sick servant?

  What do you notice about the role of 
faith in this healing encounter with 
Jesus?

  What qualities of the centurion do you 
most appreciate? Given the background 
of this situation, why might his response 
and faith be surprising? How does the 
centurion’s response to Jesus provide an 
example for you?

PUTTING FAITH INTO PRACTICE

  What are you doing right now that 
requires great faith? What opportunities 
is Jesus giving you to deepen your faith 
in him -- in nursing school, in patient-
care or other work settings, or in your 
personal life? Be as specific as possible. 

  What bold step of faith can you or 
your small group take this week? Ask 
a friend to pray for you and hold you 
accountable to tak that step. 

PERSON NEED
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CALL TO FAITH
A call to faith is an intentional invitation at your NCF meeting for students and nurses to respond to Jesus in several ways, 
including an invitation to follow him for the first time. At some point during the 8-week Bible study series, make space for a clear 
call to faith—inviting participants to respond to the gospel. Trust God’s leading on when and how, and feel free to extend the 
invitation more than once as the Spirit prompts.

BEFORE
PRAY: Ask God to move in powerful ways and pray that God will prepare hearts to 
respond to him.  

PREPARE: Calls to faith are not something we do every meeting; practicing what you 
want to say can be helpful, including how you’ll transition to the response and connect 
it to the passage and your personal story during your meeting. 

DURING
SET UP: Say something like: “As we close our discussion today, I want to create a 
space for us to respond to God and the hope he offers us through Jesus. We are all on 
a journey with Him; some of us have been with Him for a long time; we have said yes 
to Jesus and accepted His death on the cross as our punishment for our wrongdoing. 
Some of us are still curious about Jesus, and we fall everywhere in between. Tonight, 
we will make space for you to identify where you are in your journey with Jesus and 
take the next step.”

PRAY: Open in prayer, making room for silence. Ask your participants to prayerfully 
consider the responses on their card and choose one. End in prayer. 

RESPONSE: Print the response card at the end of this bible study. Have one card 
printed for each person attending.

SHARE: Have people share their responses. Share yours first to break the ice. 

CELEBRATE those who’ve decided to follow Jesus!

AFTER
Connect with each person about what they shared on their response card that they 
turned into you and invite them to take the next step.
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Spend a few minutes in silence as you determine how 
Jesus is leading you to respond. Check one:

  Commit my life
I have decided to become a follower of Jesus.

  Renew my faith
I am already a follower of Jesus but have given Him 
a new area of my life. (vocation, relationships, etc.) 

  Lead with Jesus
Jesus is calling me to take a risk for him. I am  
committing to: ________________________________.

  Seek the truth
I am not ready to commit my life to Jesus but would 
like to talk with someone to learn more about Him.

 Name: _______________________________

 Phone: _______________________________   

 Email:  _______________________________
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