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Why AlID S7

“Why all the attention to AIDS?", asked Gordon Comstock, my fellow YWheaton Alumnus
who works with Christian organizations to supply antiretroviral drugs in Africa.  Why not
have a taskforce that focuses on the Christian response to poverty! More people die each
year from malaria. The bird flu is looming as the next major pandemic that could be far more

devastating than AIDS. | suspect others are wondering the same thing,

We had been asked to serve on a YWheaton College taskforce for AIDS. My membership on
the taskforce came when | asked Dr. Evwy Campbell, a colleague at Wheaton College, to rep-
resent Christian faculty on the Urbana 06 steering committee formed to plan the “Mission
Through the Lens of AIDS"” track. ¥When | asked her, she reciprocated by asking me to be an

alumna representative on YWheaton's Task Force on AIDS which she chaired.

Following Wheaton's graduation, the task force met with Dr. David Zac Niringiye, a Wheaton
alumnus who gave the commencement address and currently serves as Anglican Bishop of
Kampala. | had worked with Zac in Uganda when he headed FOCUS, the student movement
in Uganda. Zac told the task force about the lessons FOCUS Uganda had learned from the
program that Stella Kasirye had directed. As we discussed how to get the Wheaton constitu-
ency mobilized to address HIV/AIDS, | suggested that we build on the motto of VWheaton Col-
lege, “For Christ and His Kingdom". At the close of our meeting, David Zac asked me to

write what | had said in the meeting. The following is what | sent to him.
HIV/AIDS and the Kingdom of God

What is the Christian Responsibility to the HIVIAIDS crisis? This is the question that
God is using to wake up the American church. In the face of such an overwhelming
epidemic, what can we say or do - as Christians?

I'd like to propose that it isn't about HIVIAIDS, the pandemic, or what we say or do in
response to it. It's really all about God, His Kingdom, and how, in His providence, He
is redeeming the evil of HIV/AIDS to build His Kingdom.

First, God is using this disease to bring people into a personal relationship with Him-
self. While working in Uganda, we often heard people thanking God for their illness
with HWVIAIDS. Without it they said, “I would never have come to know Jesus." God
redeemed the illness by bringing those infected and affected by the disease into con-
tact with others (especially healthcare professionals) who could share the Good News
of Jesus with them.
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July 29, 2006 Lisa Zeilstra marries Matt Willis
in Bellingham, WA. Mom and | will enjoy being with
family for this joyous occasion.

August 3-5, 2006 Healthcare Ministry and Missions
Conference at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, CA. I'll be
speaking and exhibiting there.
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