¥ i W

PRE & TS

g fbee/hm,ﬂa W gfm/oe, CARC

URBANAOG

Organizations and vocations
often have a fugwa framca, a
language only understood by
the people associated with it.
Nursing has its own abbrevia-
tions and notations — prm
stands for the Latin words
meaning “as necessary”. De-
velopment workers talk of
MNGOs, PVOs ctc. short for
nonN-government organizanon
ot private voluntary organiza-
tion. InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship/USA has its frgua
Jranca. Among the common
references is “Urbana™, Ur-
bana is the triennial smdent
missions convention that will
take place December 27-31,
2006.

The convention got its name
from Urbana, IL, home of the
University of Illinods where
student missions conventons
have been held every three
years since 1948, However,
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this year will be InterVarsity’s
21t Student Missions Conven-
tion and the location is chang-
ing to 5t, Lows, MO. This is
to accommaodate the more
than 20,000 participants that

Wwe I“'J{PE{‘.[ to come.

The name will remain Urbana
06 however. It has become
synonymous with the conven-
tion. Often when I meet mis-
sionaries from the United
States and Canada, the ques-
tion is asked, “Which Urbana
did you attend?” Often that is
followed closely with a state-
ment like, “That was a life
changing experence for me.”
Or “God used that conference

to call me into missions.”

I attended Urbana 73 and Ur-
bana 76 as a Nurses Chostian
Fellowship faculty advisor

while teaching at West Subuz-
ban Hospital School of MNurs-

ing. Durng Urbana 73 T told
the Lord that T was willing to
go on the mission field. Ironi-
cally, one of the plenary speak-
ers was Bishop Festo Kiven-
gere from Uganda. 1T recom-
mitted my pledge at Urbana
T6. However instead of being
sent, [ sensed God telling me
to stay and prepare the nurses
who would be going on the
field. So I went to graduate
school to become prepared as
nursing faculty. It wasn't untl
1983, when I visited a mission-
ary friend in Uganda that the
door to missions cracked
shightly. During 1984 the Lord
made it clear, when I was ac-
cepted by CRWRC (Christian
Reformed World Relief Com-
mittee], that [ was to teturn to
Uganda. When I arrived in
East Africa, five of my former
smdents were already there.

After T came back to the TS, I

was asked to do seminars at
Usbana 93, 96, 2000 (we
skipped a vear hecause of
Y2K) and 03. Each experi-
ence has had a profound im-
pact on me and the students
who attended. I have been
anticipating Urbana 06 with
excitement. Urbana 06 is go-
ing to be very special not only
because it is taking place in St
Louis 30 years after my first
commitments but also becanse
I will serve as the co-leader of
(Cantinued on page 2)

SPRING CALENDAR

March 4, 2006 “Sprituality: The Missing Piece of Wholistic Care, Chicago Area NCF
Loyola University Medical Center, Maywood, IL

Biola University Student Missions conference, La Mirada, CA
InterVarsity Spring meetings, Madison, WI

Hand Blessing for nursing graduates, Trinity Christian College,

Palos Heights, TL

Christian Community Health Fellowship Conference

Eastern University, 5t. Davids, PA

“Curriculum Development for Health Workers™

King College, Bristol, TN

March 21-25, 2006
Apsil 3-6, 2006
May 17, 2006

May 18-21, 2006

May 31-June 4, 2006







