The Love We Have to Give

“She has done what she could.” Mark 14:8 (NLT)
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Recognizing the threat of the COVID-19 virus with a shortage of nurses and providers and
personal protective equipment, it is natural to be fearful. We read in Scripture that certainly,
“...God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline”

(2 Timothy 1:7, NLT). As believers, we are to be wise: Wash our hands and wear a mask when
indicated. But greater than all that, may we remember that as Christians, we are to be like
Christ and exemplify His love in each patient encounter.

Hearing the Word

1. Read Deuteronomy 31:8 (NLT):

“Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LorD will personally go ahead of you. He will be
with you; he will neither fail you nor abandon you.”

Now read it out loud and personalize it by changing the you to me. “I do not need to be
afraid or discouraged. The LORD himself will personally go ahead of me. He will be with me;
he will neither fail nor abandon me.” He knows our patients’ needs before we do. He’s
already been there. He will show us what they need and how to share His love with each
patient.

. How does it make you feel to acknowledge that Christ entered the room before you did?

. Read Luke 10:25-29 (NLT).

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question:
“Teacher, what should | do to inherit eternal life?”

Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”

The man answered, ““You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all
your strength, and all your mind.” And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”

“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”
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The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Continue reading the Parable of the Good Samaritan (verses 30-37). How would you answer
the question, “Who is my neighbor?”

. Paul, in his book to the Colossians, encourages each of us to “clothe yourselves with love”
(Colossians 3:14). What are some ways we can show the love of Christ to patients and
families?

Responding to the Word

In Matthew 25, Jesus shares a parable where the King will say, “I was sick and you cared for
me” (Matthew 25:36, NLT).

Some patients are easier to care for than others. We have the love of Christ ready to share
with each patient. As a nurse, what does this love look like, and what are ways we can share
it with patients?

We read about a woman who bathed Jesus’ feet with a very expensive perfume (Mark 14:3 —
9). What is one way we can do all we can to care for a patient who is alone? How can we also
show love to a patient’s family?

We have a gift of love to share in this lonely, isolated, and hurting world. Pray and ask the
Lord to show you how to share the love of Christ with your patients and their families.

Reflect again on Mark 14:8. Ask: Could someone say about me that | had done all | could?
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any moments or times when you’ve not done all you
could or when you’ve taken on doing more than you could. Confess these moments or
mindsets knowing that you are forgiven. Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with the love of Jesus
Christ in all you do.
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